Bohaty Farm Bulletin

December 2011
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Customers & Friends
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Cow Nutrition for Calf |mmunity
by Danny Simms, PHD
Excerpt from Drovers Feb 2011

The cow’ s diet through the final stages of pregnancy
can have significant effects on the health and perform-
ance of her calf, says Ohio State University animal
scientist Francis L Fluharty, PhD.

Newborn calves, he says, cannot fight a disease chal-
lenge unless they acquire passive immunity through
high-quality colostrum within the first 24 hours of life.
Research has shown calves with inadequate serum im-
munoglobulin at 24 hours of age are up to ninetimes
more likely to become sick and five times more likely
to die before weaning compared with calves that re-
ceived adequate immunity.

Production of colostrum begins approximately five
weeks before calving, and the cow’ s nutrition during
this time influences the quantity and quality of colos-
trum she produces. Fluharty says much of the re-
search on colostrum production has focused on energy
and protein intake, which play important roles. Trias
also have shown that selenium and vitamin E can af-
fect the quality and quantity of colostrum. Work with
your veterinarian or nutritionist to design amineral
and micronutrient supplement program that meets the
needs of your cow herd.

For a healthy newborn calf
make sure your Cows receive
adequate protein
And high energy forages




